In Praise of Dependent Origination
(Tib: Tendrd Toepa)
-Lama Tsongkhapa
Hewho speaks on the basis of seeing,
Thismakes him aknower and teacher unexcelled.
| bow to you, O Congueror, you who saw

Dependent origination and taught it.

Whatever degenerationsthereareintheworld,
Theroot of all theseisignorance.
You taught that it isdependent origination,

The seeing of whichwill undo thisignorance.

So how cananintelligent person
Not comprehend that this path
Of dependent originationis

The essentia point of your teaching?

Thisbeing so, whowill find, O Saviour,
A morewonderful way to praiseyou
Than (to praiseyou) for having taught
Thisorigination through dependence?

“Whatsoever dependson conditions,
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That isdevoid of intrinsic existence.”
What excellent instruction can therebe

Moreamazing than this proclamation?

By graspingat it, thechildish
Strengthen bondageto extremeviews,
For thewise, thisvery fact isthe doorway

To cut freefrom the net of elaborations.

Sincethisteaching isnot seen elsewhere,
You alone arethe Teacher;
Likecdlingafox alion, for aTirthika

It would beaword of flattery.

Wondrousteacher! Wondrousrefuge!
Wondrous speaker! Wondrous saviour!
| pay homageto that teacher

Who taught well, dependent origination.

To help heal sentient beings,
Benefactor, you havetaught
The peerlessreason to ascertain

Emptiness, the heart of theteaching.
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10.

13.

14.

Thisway of dependent origination,
Thosewho perceiveit
Ascontradictory or asunestablished,

How can they comprehend your system?

For you, when one seesemptiness
Intermsof the meaning of dependent origination,
Then being devoid of intrinsic existence and

Possessing valid functionsdo not contradict.

Whereaswhen one seesthe opposite,
Sincethere can be no function in emptiness,
Nor emptinessinwhat hasfunctions,

Onefallsinto adreadful abyss, you maintain.

Therefore, inyour teaching,
Seeing dependent originationishailed;
That too not asan utter non-existence

Nor asanintrinsic existence.

Thenon-contingent islikeasky flower,
Hence, thereisnothing that isnot dependent.
If things exist through their essence, their dependenceon

Causesand conditionsfor their existenceisacontradiction.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

“Therefore, since no phenomenaexist
Other than origination through dependence,
No phenomenaexist other than

Being devoid of intrinsic existence,” you taught.

“Becauseintrinsic nature cannot be negated,
If phenomenapossess someintrinsic nature,
Nirvanawould becomeimpossible

And elaborations could not be ceased,” you taught.

Thereforewho could challengeyou?
Youwho proclaimwith lion’sroar
Inthe assembly of learned onesrepeatedly

That everything isutterly free of intrinsic nature?

That thereisnointrinsic existenceat all
Andthat all functionsas*“thisarising
In dependence onthat,” what need isthereto say

That these two converge without conflict?

“Itisthrough the reason of dependent origination
That one does not |ean towards an extreme.”
That you' vedeclared thisexcellently isthereason,

Saviour, of your being an unexcelled speaker.
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21.

23.

24.

25.

“All of thisisdevoid of essence,”
And “From thisarisesthat effect” —
Thesetwo certainties complement

Each other with no contradiction at all.

What ismoreamazing than this?
What ismore marvellousthan this?
If one praisesyouin thismanner,

Thisisreal praise, otherwisenot.

Being endaved by ignorance,
Thosewho fiercely opposeyou,
What iss0 astoni shing about their being

Unableto bear the sound of no intrinsic existence?

But having accepted dependent origination,
The precioustreasure of your speech,
Then not tolerating theroar of emptiness—

Thisl find amazingindeed!

Thedoor that leadsto no intrinsic existence,
Thisunexcelled (door of ) dependent origination,
Throughitsnameaone, if onegrasps
Atintrinsic existence, now thisperson

Wholackstheunrivalled entrance,
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27.

28.

WEell-travelled by the Noble Ones,
By what means should oneguidehim

Tothe excellent path that pleasesyou?

Intrinsic nature, uncreated and non-contingent,
Dependent origination, contingent and created —
How can thesetwo converge

Upon asinglebasi swithout contradiction?

Therefore, whatever originates dependently,
Though primordidly freeof intrinsic existence,
Appearsasif it does (possessintrinsic existence).

So, youtaught dl thisto beillusion-like.

Through thisvery fact | understand well
The statement that, in what you have taught,
Those opponentswho challengeyou

Cannot find faultsthat accord with reason.

Why isthisso? Because by declaring these,
Chancesfor reification and denigration
Towardsthings seen and unseen

Aremade most remote.
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32.

Through thisvery path of dependent origination,
Therationalefor your speech being peerless,
Convictionsariseinme (also)

That your other wordsarevalid too.

You who speak excellently by seeing asitis,
For thosewhotrainin your footsteps,
All degenerationswill becomeremote,

For theroot of all faultswill beundone.

But those who turn away from your teaching,
Though they may strugglewith hardship for alongtime,
Faultsincrease ever moreasif being called forth,

For they makefirmtheview of self.

Ahal When thewise comprehend
Thedifferences between these two,
Why would they not at that point

Revereyou from the depths of their being?

L et aloneyour numerousteachings,
Eveninthemeaning of asmall part,
Thosewho find ascertainment in acursory way,

Thisbrings supremeblisstothemaswell.
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37.

Alas! My mind was defeated by ignorance.
Though I’ ve sought refugefor along time,
In such an embodiment of excellence,

| possess not afraction of Hisqualities.

Nonetheless, beforethe stream of thislife
Flowing towards death has cometo cease,
That | havefound dight faithinyou—
Eventhis, | think, isfortunate.

Among teachers, theteacher of dependent origination,
Amongst wisdoms, the knowledge of dependent origination;
You, who' remost excellent likethekingsin theworlds,

Know thisperfectly well, not others.

All that you havetaught
Proceeds by way of dependent origination.
That too isdonefor the sake of Nirvana.

You have no deedsthat do not bring peace.

How Amazing! Your teaching issuch,
That inwhosoever’'searsit fals,
They all attain peace. So, who would not be

Honoured to uphold your teaching?
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42.

It overcomesall opposing challenges,

It'sfreefrom contradictions between earlier and | atter
parts,

It grantsfulfilment of beings twoaims—

For thissystem, my joy increases ever more.

For itssake, you have given away,
Againand again, over countlesseons,
Sometimesyour body, at othersyour life,

Aswell asyour loving kin and resources of wealth.

Seeing thequalities of thisteaching
Pulls (hard) from your heart,
Just likewhat ahook doesto afish;

Sad itisnot to have heard it from you.

Theintensity of that sorrow
Doesnot let go of my mind,
Just likethe mind of amother

(Constantly) goesafter her dear child.

44-45. Heretoo, as| reflect onyour words, | think,

“Blazing with theglory of noblemarks

And hallowedinanet of light rays,
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49,

Thisteacher, inavoiceof pristinemel ody,
Spokethusin such away.”

Theinstant such areflection of the Sage’sform
Appearsinmy mind, it soothesme,

Just asmoonbeams heal afever’spains.

Thisexcelent system, most marvellous,
Someindividualswho arenot solearned
Haveentangledit in utter confusion,

Just like the tangled balbaza grass.

Seeingthissituation, | strove
With amultitude of efforts
Tofollow after thelearned ones

And sought your intention again and again.

At suchtimes, as| studied the numerousworks
Of both our own (MiddleWay) and other schools,
My mind became tormented ever more,

Congtantly by anetwork of doubts.

Thenight-lily grove of Nagarjuna streatises—
Nagarjuna, whom you prophesied

Would unravel your unexcelled vehicleasitis,
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Shunning extremes of existence and non-existence.

[lluminated by the garland of whitelights
Of Chandra swell-uttered insights—
Chandra, whose stainlesswisdom orbisfull,

Who glidesfreely acrossscriptures space,

Who dispelsthe darkness of extremist hearts
And outshinesthe constel | ations of fal se speakers—
When, through my teacher’skindness, | saw this,

My mind found arest at last.

Of all your deeds, your speech issupreme;
Withinthat, too, it isthisvery speech;
So thewise should remember the Buddha

Through this (teaching of dependent origination).

Following such ateacher and having becomearenunciate,
Having studied the Conqueror’swords not too poorly,
Thismonk who strivesintheyogic practices,

Suchis(the depth of) hisreverenceto the Great Seer!

Sinceitisdueto my teacher’skindness

I have met with the teaching of the unexcelled teacher,
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S7.

| dedii cate thisvirtuetoo towardsthe cause

For all beingsto be sustained by sublime spiritual mentors.

May theteaching of thisBeneficent Onetill world'send

Be unshaken by thewindsof evil thoughts;

May it alwaysbe met by innumerable beingswho find
conviction

Intheteacher by understanding theteaching’ strue nature.

May | never falter evenfor aninstant

To uphold the excellent way of the Sage,
Whichilluminatesthe principle of dependent origination,
Through dl my births, even giving away my body and life.

May | spend day and night carefully reflecting,
“By what meanscan | enhance
Thisteaching achieved by the supreme saviour

Through strenuous efforts over countless eons?’

Asl striveinthiswith pureintention,
May Brahma, Indraand theworld’'sguardians
And Protectors such asMahakala

Unswervingly, awaysassist me.

Colophon: English translation by Thupten Jinpa, PhD
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